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“ The Joy of Learning also multiplies when students know that they can apply what
they have learnt to serve others ”
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Dear Parents,
In this ﬁrst newsletter of 2017, we take you through the many activities in Greenridge
Primary School that nurture the Joy of Learning in our students. Let me begin by
sharing some thoughts on the Joy of Learning.

We welcomed our new Primary 1
students during Primary 1 Orientation
Day on 21 November 2016. In the ﬁrst
week of school, the Primary 1 students
got to know the school with the help of
their Primary 4 buddies.

Why is the Joy of Learning important?

Have you ever been intrinsically motivated to learn something?
Classroom activity

from learning something that you are interested in or passionate
about? That is the Joy of Learning. Students (and even adults) spend a
large part of their lives learning; at home or in school. Learning should
bring joy to them so that they can discover their interests and talents;
grow their passions and experience the deep sense of accomplishment
for having learnt something meaningful, interesting and useful.
I enjoy learning and I believe that I can learn anything that I choose to

Math is fun!

How do we nurture the Joy of Learning?
Teaching to the Head, Heart and Hands
One key way in which we nurture the joy of learning is to
engage the heads, hearts and hands of our students. Our
teachers do that by using strategies and designing
lesson activities that challenge students to think
critically and creatively; use stories, art, music, and
authentic resources to touch their hearts; and include
movement, hands-on and action-oriented learning tasks.

Creating a Positive Classroom Environment
that embraces the Growth Mindset

Students observing the pollen grains
of the lily plant

teachers strive towards that through the use of positive
language and discipline; the teaching of well-being
practices; and the employment of fun and useful
formative assessment techniques to provide constructive
feedback to students.

We enjoy learning more when we learn with and from
people whom we trust and like. We have made
Cooperative Learning our school-wide pedagogy because
it enables students to learn together, develop social skills
and build positive relationships with each other.
Cooperative learning enhances the Joy of Learning.

The Joy of Learning also multiplies when students know that they
can apply what they have learnt to serve others. We structure these
opportunities to “Give” in our classrooms. This can come in the form of
explaining to teammates what they have learnt, presenting to
classmates, and applying their knowledge and skills to plan for and
participate in Values-In-Action activities.
Hence, as you read about the successful completion of many joyful
student activities in this newsletter, I encourage you to also nurture
the Joy of Learning in your children at home. You may want to start
with reading or learning something together.
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Students waiting eagerly to
present their creative toys

Recess time!

Helping the P1s

Another key factor to nurturing the Joy of Learning is a
positive classroom environment that embraces the
Growth Mindset: a belief that everyone can learn through

Learning Together and Giving
Students enjoyed their LJ to SP Services

Smile!

“downs” of my life. Thus, the Joy of Learning is important because it also
builds one’s resilience.

Mr Chua Choon Hock (Chris)
Principal

In school, students are engaged in
various learning activities and
experiences. As part of the MLEA writing
experience, students made ice cream sundaes
with their classmates. Selected participants
also took part in the Spelling Bee Competition
in March.

NLB mass
borrowing
I can speak conﬁdently

Acting out 'Dan the Flying Man'

The students were engaged in a Cyber Wellness Programme where
ing Bee' internet and gaming addiction,
they learnt about
'Spellbullying,
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w
o
y
r
e
v
Our inappropriate content and netiquette. Held over 4
handling
sessions, the students were very motivated in their learning and
were forthcoming in expressing their opinions during the
discussions with the trainers. The programme included lectures by
the trainer and fun group activities where students were exposed
to the many issues about using the internet responsibly.
The training will continue in Term 3 and the students will be
equipped with necessary
skills to handle cyber wellness
Sh issues.
Library period

ow and Tell pres

entation

Ice cream party!
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Finding out more

Students were engaged in experiential learning during the
learning journey to the Singapore Zoo. The students had a lot
of fun ﬁnding out interesting facts about the various animals
that they read about in the STELLAR books.

Time for

We saw Inuk
a

e
Watching th

about animals

a group

picture!

Primary 2
Spelling Bee
This annual event allows selected students to compete
against one another while practising their spelling skills.
Contestants were asked to spell a broad selection of words.
The audience also had a chance to take part in the fun using
their mini whiteboards and markers. What a great learning
platform for all!

elephant show

Students waiting eagerly for the competition

to commence

In Math lessons, students learn Math concepts through
many hands-on learning experiences. They enjoy
learning Math using various manipulatives.

Final round of competition!

Well done, everyone!

Learning about Ordinal
Numbers

Learning about Length

On a Math Trail

During Mother Tongue periods, students learnt drama
techniques through 8 sessions of Speech and Drama
lessons. Parents had a chance to watch their children’s
performance in school. Students were also engaged in
interesting activities during the Mother Tongue Fortnight.

Working together

Performing on stage

Modified Language Experience Approach
(MLEA) activities and Learning Centres (LC)
There are a variety of activities used in teaching
English, and these experiential activities not only provide
the context and content for the children to think and talk
learning the language.

Observing a caterpillar.

Lantern-making

Performing in class

Revising and memorising
our dialogues while waiting
for our turn

We are ready!

Students having fun with bubbles!

Another Learning Centre
activity

Students learnt many other skills and also learnt to work
together in teams and groups during PAL, PE, Art as well
as Music lessons.
Making music together

What great fun we had!

Listening to a story at
the listening post

Look at our art pieces!

rt

Fun during A

Observing shellfish
Students enjoyed the activity very much
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Art Lessons
Students had a go at batik printing during the Batik
Programme organised during curriculum time. They tried
some of the batik printing techniques and even produced
their individual pieces to take home.

Primary 3
Students having fun exploring Batik techniques

Spelling Bee

Our work is awesome!

Working together is great!

Look at our Art pieces!

The Spelling Bee Competition was held in April. Each class
was represented by their class Spelling Bee Champion.
The students had fun watching their classmates and they
learnt to spell some new words in the audience round too!

es on stage!

Our busy be

Students listening to teacher’s
instructions during the activity

FTGP Lessons
FTGP not only provides time within the curriculum for form
teachers and co-form teachers to engage in quality
interactions with the students, it also helps students to
strengthen their social and emotional competencies. The
interaction activities build a safe classroom environment for
students and strengthen bonding between the teachers and
students.

A captive audie

nce!

Round 1 of the activity ‘Blow Wind Blow’

Students watched the play ‘Coraline’ on 22 May. This
spellbinding production of Neil Gaiman's
award-winning masterpiece had everyone on the edge
of their seats with its standout puppetry and creative
staging.

Students having fun playing
‘Blow Wind Blow’

Mother Tongue Languages - Speech and
Drama Performances
The students completed 8 sessions of Speech and Drama
Programme in Mother Tongue Languages from February to
April. They put up wonderful performances at the end of the
programme using simple drama techniques which they have

Play Appreciation

Beautiful set and costumes

An amazing performance!

Pupils in action!
Phew! Finally done
with the
performance!

Waiting with bated breath!

Art and Music
Students were having fun during
their Art lessons. They drew
abstract self portraits using oil
pastels.

See how serious the students were!

Students were having fun
during their
in-curriculum
Xylophone Programme
during Music lessons.

PROGRAMME FOR ACTIVE LEARNING (PAL)
PAL encourages learning beyond the classroom. It gives
students the chance to discover new interests, learn new skills
and develop their character. Students have the opportunity
during curriculum time to try out activities in sports and outdoor
education, as well as, in the performing and visual arts.
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Students working together on
a project during a PAL lesson

See how well they worked
together!

Have fun exploring!

Cooperative learning taking place

A master piece in
the making!

Our little men!
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Field-based Learning Journey - HDB
Gallery

The students of 3 Courage with
their teachers.
The engaging video kept
the audience at the edge
of their seats!

HDB Gallery. During the visit, they learnt to understand and
housing and how public housing has changed over the
years. The students got to see a 'future home ', something
they may own in years to come.

Primary 4
Getting to know their buddies
during the interaction time in class

A note of encouragement for
a buddy

Values-in-Action – Clean Restrooms @ GRPS
Our Primary 3 students embarked on this Values-in-Action
programme where they learn about restroom hygiene
and etiquettes. They then worked in groups to evaluate
the hygiene of the school restroom and provide feedback
for improvement. The children are currently creating
posters to advocate clean restrooms in the
school.

During orientation week at the start of the school year, the
Primary 4 students buddied the new Primary 1 students.
They made sure that the younger students were well
looked after during recess and also introduced their young
buddies to the facilities in the school. The Primary 4
students did a good job of exhibiting the school values of
Graciousness, Responsibility and Public-spiritedness!

Our little inspectors at work!

Nothing escapes their eyes...

The Leadership Workshop
As part of their personal development, students participated
in the Personal Leadership Workshop which was held over 2
sessions in March. Designed to develop self-leadership
competencies, and based on the 5 Exemplary Leadership
Practices of the Student Leadership Challenge Model, it was
a fruitful experience for the students!

Primary 3 SwimSafer Programme
The students were given the opportunity to take part in the
SwimSafer Programme. The SwimSafer is a national water safety
programme developed to raise the standard of swimming
SwimSafer is especially created for children to pick up water
survival skills and become good swimmers. Students who took
part in this 8 week programme enjoyed themselves and
developed an essential life skill.

On 11 April, all Primary 3 Chinese students watched a drama named
“La Tomatina” presented by The Travelling Museum. The show was fun
and interactive and our students had a good time interacting with the
actors on the stage. The students got to throw “tomatoes” at the actors
on stage. They played games with the actors on stage and had a blast
throwing the giant balls around the theatre. It was an entertaining
evening for our students.
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Students learning more about
self-leadership and its benefits

Field-based Learning Journey to the National
Museum
In Term 1, the students visited the National Museum’s Singapore
History Gallery as part of the end of term activities. Learning new
things about the history of Singapore, as well as, seeing the actual
artefacts that they learnt about during their Social Studies lessons
was indeed an eye-opening experience for them.

Beautiful eye-popping colours!
Topics on Cyber Wellness were taught
in an engaging manner

Cyber Wellness Classroom Programme

Mother Tongue Fortnight
During the Mother Tongue Fortnight, the students were engaged in
interesting activities such as kite-making, batik painting and
crafting and colouring their art work tirelessly in order to produce their
best pieces.

The best way of learning is by having fun!

A swim lesson in full swing!

Chinese Drama Appreciation
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Primary 1 Buddy Programme

The thoranams taking shape
Do you like our
work ?

The students were engaged in a Cyber Wellness Programme where
they learnt about cyber bullying, internet and gaming addiction,
handling inappropriate content and netiquette. Held over 4
sessions, the students were very motivated in their learning and
were forthcoming in expressing their opinions during the
discussions with the trainers. The programme included lectures by
the trainer and fun group activities where students were exposed
to the many issues about using the internet responsibly.
The training will continue in Term 3 and the students will be
equipped with necessary skills to handle cyber wellness issues.

We are busy now!

Students using the Cyber Wellness
booklets to consolidate their notes
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NE Show (2016)
Since 1997, this annual event has been jointly organised by the Ministry
of Education and the National Day Parade (NDP) organisers to allow the
students to be fully immersed in the NDP spectacle. It aims to evoke a

Mother Tongue iTrail

of National Day, and imbibe in pupils a strong sense of group spirit and
commitment to the community and nation.

The students went on an unforgettable journey to three
cultural places in Singapore. Over a span of 2 days, our
students visited the Buddha Tooth Relic Temple and
Chinatown, the newly opened Indian Heritage Centre
and Kampong Glam. With iPads in hand, the students
explored the exhibits and articles for information. It was
a wonderful experience for the students as most of
them had not visited these places before.
These are some of the responses from our students
after the trail;
"We learnt about Indian, Malay and Chinese heritage.
We also learnt to respect the other races. We cannot be
rude to other races.”

Primary 5

The students thoroughly enjoyed the 2016 NE Show which was

Our pupils displaying their pride
and love for Singapore

The protectors of the nation

Tucking into their yummy
food during the pre-celebrations

Our pupils – We Love Singapore!
Our pupils – We Love Singapore!
The high point of celebrations for our students

Colourful performances bedazzle the pupils

Art Pottery Enrichment

“We learnt about culture, history and teamwork.”

Students learnt to work with ceramics during the in-curriculum
ceramic programme conducted during Art lessons. They learnt
basic hand-building skills such as coiling, pinching and
hollowing. They created textures by imprinting and exploring

“We learnt about the history of Malay textbooks.
the bell tower located in Chinatown Temple rings 108
times a day.”

using various glazes. Each student made three ceramic art works
which included a pencil holder, a self-portraiture and a planter
box.

The magnificient Sultan Mosque

Our students are proudly displaying their beautiful creations

Students learnt to work with recycled materials to
create art works based on the theme, “Homes from
Past, Present and Future”. These three-dimensional
sculptures allowed them to transform recycled
materials into creative building structures.

Pottery works of our
students

g Glam

A group photo at Kampon

ICT Programme

We are in Chinatown

The students will learn a variety of ICT skills over 4 terms. They will learn how to create visually appealing Science posters using
Microsoft PowerPoint, create, share and edit google documents, embark on iPad enabled Maths trails and pen down learning
collaboration with the Science Department and the students earned two stars for the GRPS Junior Science Explorer Card.

Posing with a
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'Samsui' woman

Taking a break outside the
Indian Heritage Centre
Looking ar
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Malacca Cultural Immersion Programme

Our group photo in Malacca

Learning to weave a ketupat
from a local instructor

Selected Primary 5 students went on a 2 day and 1 night trip to Malacca
from 13 to 14 March this year. The students had an enriching learning
experience as their knowledge of history and heritage deepened and they
developed a greater sense of commitment and belonging to their own
homeland. They also had opportunities to develop a sense of global
awareness and demonstrate cross-cultural skills and sensitivities as they
interacted with their Malaysian hosts during the school visits.

Learning Journey to SP Services Electricity Efficiency Centre
classroom-based learning activities and self-exploratory exhibits, the students learned energy saving tips and good practices to
conserve energy in school and at home.

Teamwork between the schools

Pupils learning to interpret graphs
for utility consumption

Pupils extending their learning
through personalised kiosks

Pupils exploring the exhibits to
enrich their learning

Pupils were enthused and gained
useful knowledge on
electricity efficiency

Let us try batik painting
for the first time
Look! I tried to
weave a ketupat
and a cute little
basket

Pupils engaging in a question and
answer session

Making our own ondeh-ondeh
Sampling the local
kampong food

Creative Writing

Sad to say goodbye to
new Malaccan friends
from CHIJ Convent

Pupils demonstrating
water saving techniques
to their peers

Malay Department

Primary 5 Sony Creative Toys Competition
Chinese Language

Malay Language

The Sony Creative Science Award (SCSA) is an annual competition
jointly organised by the Science Centre Singapore and Sony Electronics

Tamil Language
Ermm…I
think I’m
safer here

the Agency For Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR).

MTL Fortnight
Tamil Department
The students were taught
traditional game, Sadugudu or
Kabadi, an outdoor game where
students are taught to use
strategy and also to win
the game.

Who said girls can’t play
tough games?

Students are hard at work making 'Bunga Rampai'
which is traditionally used during important occasions.

Chinese Department

The main objective of this competition is to promote creativity among
students. The competition also provides an opportunity for them to
learn and explore concepts related to Science beyond the classroom in
a fun and enjoyable way.
The school is heartened to receive more than seventy entries which
were further shortlisted by an evaluation panel comprising the School
competition will be submitted to the Science Centre for the SCSA.

You cannot catch me!
Great team work!

Students waiting excitedly for their turn to present their
creative toys to the School Leaders

Going to get you now!

Traditional handicraft of paper cutting

Museum in March. The Field-based learning contextualizes the learning experience in an authentic real-world setting and
deepens the content and concepts learnt in the Social Studies classroom. The visit to the museum exposed the
students to the rich histories of China and India. The students developed an understanding and appreciation of their culture and
practices.

Positive Education
In Primary 5, Positive Education strives to cultivate a way of life for
students. They learn resilience to overcome the obstacles they face in
their studies and life. They also learn to incorporate the school's values of
graciousness , responsibility and public-spiritedness into their own daily
interactions with others.
In the classroom, students focus on identifying their strengths, building
positive emotions, resilience and fostering positive and supportive
relationships. For example, lessons are structured during FTGP to provide
and appreciation to family members, friends or someone who had made
an impact on their lives in the past.
Pupils writing gratitude cards
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Archery

Field-based Learning to Botanic Gardens
Hands-on authentic learning took place when our Primary 6 pupils visited the Singapore Botanic Gardens which is a UNESCO World

Primary 6

With our bows and arrows

Robin Hoods in action

Getting ready

All ready to shoot!

Post-Examination Programme (2016)
The end of the PSLE Examination did not mark the end of
learning for our Primary 6 students in October and
November 2016. On the contrary, they were engaged in
activities that were not only enjoyable and interesting but
broadened their horizons in various disciplines. They included
activities in areas such as ICT, sports and even interactions
with senior citizens during the Intergenerational Learning
Programme.

At the Heritage Centre

I know! Let me
answer, please!

Look! Hanging roots!

In the midst of nature

We are loving it!
An enjoyable walk

Intergenerational Learning Programme
Using our senses
to learn more

The Botanic Gardens

Let’s play together

How do you do?

Learning more about
a heritage tree

Listening Attentively!

Mother Tongue Fortnight

Math Trail

Getting ready to start

Oh so difficult!

How many?

Working with the iPad

I am enjoying this!

Learning is fun!

Teamwork

Stopmotion

Learning from the expert

symbolized. Malay pupils learnt to make ‘bunga
manggar’ a type of decoration usually used in Malay
weddings. Indian students were introduced to
’kollatam’ a traditional Indian dance.

All for One, One for All!

Attention please!

Collaboration is important

Chinese Knots

During the Mother Tongue Languages Fortnight, the
students tried their hand at making Chinese knots
which is a traditional handicraft. The students were

Intergenerational Harmony

Do you get it?

This is interesting!

Do your part!

Products of Our Learning

Is this correct?

Enthralled by a musical performance

Bunga Manggar

Traditional Games

This looks great!
Hmmm…It’s not so difficult after all!

Hey, I’ve got the best partner!

Bunga Manggar in the making!

Graduation Tea

FTGP

Mother Tongue Enrichment – Creative Writing

The end of 6 years of Primary school culminated in a special celebration for the 2016 cohort of graduating
students. A Graduation Tea Party was specially organised for them on 11 November 2016. It was indeed a
memorable event with good food, music and games. The ice-cream, popcorn and photo-taking booths were

Chinese

Malay

Tamil

Writing the gratitude card

which all 2016 Primary 6 students will remember for a long time to come.

Teacher-pupil interaction time

Anti-littering Campaign cum Cleaners’ Appreciation Day

Principal’s Address

Enthralled by a musical
performance

Service with a smile by our
Parent Support Group
members

The “Anti-littering cum Cleaners’ Appreciation Day” took place on Saturday,
25 March. This event was a collaboration between Zhenghua Residents’
Committee and Greenridge Primary School. Our students reinforced the
anti-littering message by helping to pick up litter in the neighbourhood.

Happiness is waiting for
candy floss with friends

Let’s pick litter

Working together

Take this!

Primary 6 Art Painting Project
The Mr & Miss Aspiration
Contest

Who will be Mr. & Miss
Aspiration?

Enjoying the food and the
company of friends

The Mr. & Miss Aspiration
Contest

Presenting Mr and
Mrs Aspiration 2016

The Primary 6 students and their teachers embarked on a project entitled,
"Public Spiritedness-Community Cohesion" which aims to create art pieces based
on our school values. Once completed, the paintings will add colour to our school
corridors. This project aims to encourage art appreciation in the community.
Primary 6 artists hard at work
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The completed masterpieces
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CCAs at GRPS
C
Drama

lub

Art C

Infocom

Netbal

lub

m Club

l

Scouts

Footbal

l

CCAs at GRPS provide students with the opportunity to learn speciﬁc CCA skills
as well as develop their leadership skills and encourage teamwork. These
photos show students participating in various CCA activities, showcasing their
talents and celebrating their achievements.

